x 7 , 
* p — 


| Diſſenting Cr 8 


ANSWER | 


To the RERVIR END 


Mr. WHIT E's 
THREE LETTERS; 


IN WHICH 


A SEPARATION from the Eftabliſh- - 
ment is fully juſtified ; 


The Charge of Scx18 is refuted and retorted ; 
- AND THE 


: CHURCH of England and the CHURCH of 
Jzsvs CuRIsT, are impartially compared, and 
ſet m Contraſt, and found to be CONSTI- 
_. TUTIONS of a quite DirF8RENT NATuxkx. 


7 defire to hear thee-----for as concerning T ra1s Sect, 
we know that every where it is ſpoken againſt, 
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THE 


" & DisstNTING GENTLEMAN's 


ANSWER 


To the REVEREND 


Mr. H TIT E's Three Letters, Ec. 


SI X, 


Debate of this kind I ſhould not have 

| choſe in the preſent Situation of our 
publick Affairs: But as you have 

done me the Honour of publickly 
addreſſing to me three long Letters for my Con- 
viction and Edification, Gratitude and good 
ners conſtrain me to anſwer. | ; 
As worldly Confiderations are very ſtrong on 
 þk your Side, 1 affure you, I have an Ear always o- 
Pen to any thing that can ſhew Conformity to be 

my Duty. Diſſenters are not Men of ſo peculi- 

ar a Turn of Mind, as to love Suffering and Re- 

2 proach, or to defpiſe the Dignities, Preferments, 
and lucrative Poſts, to the Amount of Millions 
a Year, which are ſhared amongſt a 
12 A lo- 


— ñ — — — 
- 


(2) 
low-ſubjeQs, could they with a good Conſci- 
ence partake of them, as they have a natural 
Right to do. 

But, notwithſtanding this Prejudice in Fa- 
vour of your Argument; and all the Ingenuity 
with which you ſet it off, I cannot ſay it has 
wrought in me the Conviction you ſeemed to 
hope. So far, Sir, from this, that the more 


carefylly I examine the Grounds of my Sepa- | 


ration, the more thoroughly I am convinced 
of its Lawfulneſs and Expedience ; that *'tis a 
Debt I owe to God, to Liberty, to Truth, and 
an Act of Homage and Allegiance due to 


CnRI1sF, the only Law-giver and King in the 


Church. 


I ſhall not enter upon the Enquiry, on which | 
you largely expatiate, who are the %% Liyers, | 
which 4 
the beſt Means for holy living are found Let 
the World judge betwixt us. Would 2 l 


Churchmen or Diſſenters ? And amonyft 


: 
— 


that both of us had greater Reaſon to f 


The Controverſy hetwixt us, Sir, I apprehend | 
may eaſily. be brought to a plain and /bort Iſſue, 
if you will heartily. join in it. It turns upon 
the Angle Point of the XXth Article of your 
Church, vig. That Tux CHURCH. hath Power 
to decree Rites and Ceremonies, and Authority in © 
Matters of Faith. For if Tut CHURCH 


SS AAtSHMmTLEM RANK = me. mem A 


( 3) 
1- F rently to be obeyed. And, if inſtead of two 
al} or three Ceremonies, it had enjoined two or 
three ſcore. ; and If to the thirty-nine Articles 
a- it had added an hundred beſides, we ought 
ty meckly to have bowed down to her ſpiritual 
P uriſdition, and to have practiſed and be- 
to ſieved as the Church had taught and enjoined. 
re But, if on the contrary, Sir, the Church 
7” Hbath really and in Truth, xo Power at all, nor 
ed Authority of this kind; yea, if Cuklisr, the 
2 great Law-giver and King of the Church, hath 
expreſsly commanded that no Power of this 
kind ſhall ever be claimed, or ever be yielded, 
he by any of his Followers, then your Church is 
reprehenſible and highly criminal before Gop, 
ch for uſurping hi Power: And then the Diſſen- 
„ ters are juſtified, and will have Honour before 
ch ovp, for entering their Proteſt againſt ſach 
et Uſurpation; for aſſerting the Rights and Privi- 
2D leges of the Chriſtian Church; and fanding faſt 
* $ the Liberty ubereuitb CHRIST has made them 
= free. So | 
1 Our Separation from the Eſtabliſhment you 
are pleaſed to repreſent in very 17 and 
we black Colours, as a Sin of near the fi Magni- 
7" Þ tude—< Our Miniſters, you ſay, have Guilt 
16 bz Aue heavily upon them on Account of 
*< their ſchiſmatical and uncatholick Proceed 
vi by ings. They are notoriouſly peccant (7. e. are 
«great Sinners) in throwing off the Authority 
"i, ©} © of thoſe whom they ought to obey and ſub- 
n: 7 © mit themſelves to. Their Conduct is ſuch 
40 Tas yon challenge all the Wit and Ingenuity 
Jy - a «of 


(4) 
« of the Nation ever to reconcile with holy 
« Living---You repreſent them as carnal, evil, 
e and deceitful Workers, diſorderly Walkers, 
% whom Gop will, undoubtedly, for theſe 
“Things, bring into Judgment“; with 
much more to the ſame Purpoſe. 

You ſpeak alſo © of the Lay- diſſenter, as 
“ having ſtained his Soul with Guilt T; and 
of the Doctrine on which our Separation 
<« is built, as being falſe and dangerous. 
This you wiſh me to lay to Heart, and ſe- 

* riouſly to conſider.” | 

I have, according to your Wiſh, Sir, lain 
it to Heart, and ſeriouſly conſidered. The Re- | 
ſult of my Conſideration I ſhall now freely | 
give you; and in return heartily wiſh, that lay- | 
ing aſide all Prejudice and vor /dly Attachments, 1 
you would impartially conſider---What is the 
true Nature and Conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
Church; and what the Allegiance, which, as 
A Subject of Jxsus CuRIsT, you owe to HM 
the only Law-giver and King in the Church; 
who will ſhortly call you to Account for your | 
Conduct in this Reſpect. 

To come then to the Point Tr Chuck, 
you ſay, and ſolemnly ſubſcribe it, hath Power T7. 
to decree Rites, and Authority in Matters y 2 
Faith. This is the grand Hinge upon which 
the whole Controverſy turns. Now here, Sir, 
1 me aſk you, 


| Fir, 
Letter I. Page 82, 83. I Letter II. Page 26. 
T Letter III. Page 59. 
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(5) 


Fiksr, Mat Cnuxcn is it, to whom this 
Authority and Power is given? You will, 
doubtleſs, ſay, the Church of England; for the 
Church of England expreſsly claims and excr- 
Ciſes this Power; and you avow and defend it 
in this Exerciſe and Claim: Yea, this is the 
very Baſis on which its whole Frame and Hie- 
rarchy ſtand. It obliges all its Miniſters to 
ſubſcribe to Articles of Faith, which it hath 
authoritatively decreed ; and to uſe in religious 
Worſhip Ceremonies and Rites, which it hath 
authoritatively injoined. 
But mind, Sir, I beſeech you, the Conſe- 
uences of this Claim, If the Church of Eng- 
= hath really this Authority and Power; 
hath not the Church of France---the Church of 
Spain the Church of Rome the very ſame ? 
Hath England, in this Matter, any Privilege 
from Gop, any ſpiritual Prerogative, any Char- 
ter from Heaven, which its nerghbour Countries 
have not? You will not pretend it has. But if 
it has no Privilege nor Prerogative of this kind, 
then the Church of France, and the Church of 
Rome have alſo, you acknowledge, PowER 20 
decree Rites and Ceremonies in Gop's Wirſhip, 


and AUTHORITY in Points of Faith; conle- 


quently, all the Fopperies an Ws, Ns of 
e Romiſh Church, at leaſt, which cannot be 
proved to be contrary to the Word of Gop, are 
to be reverently ſubmitted to by all the Mem- 

bers of that Church, and cordially received. 
But will not your claiming this Power for the 
Church abſolutely overthrow the Reformation it- 
ET N ſelf, 


(6) 
ſelf, and ſubvert the very Foundation of the 
Church you ſeek to eſtabliſh? For, till you can 
ſhew, why the Church of England is poſſeſſed 
of this Power, but not the Church of Rome; 
why a Body of acknowledged fallible Men in 
Britain have Authority to make and to enjoin 
Articles of Faith, but not a Body of pretended 
infallible Men at Trent; whence ENGLAND 
came thus ſpiritually-gifted, and endowed be- 
yond all its neighbour Kingdoms your Se- 
naration from the Church of Rome is incapable 
of a juſt and ſolid Defence. 

To this, perhaps, you will reply But cu 
Church hath expreſsly guarded againſt any ſuch 
Abuſe of the Power it claims, by adding in the 
XXth Article 17? 7s it not lawful for the 
Church to ordain any Thing that is contrary to 
God's Word written ; neither may it ſo ex- 


pound one Place 'of Scripture that it. be repug- 


nant to another.” But, upon this, I entreat your 
Patience for theſe two Remarks: . 
iſt, Whatever Ceremony or Rite then can- 
not be ſhewn to be CONTRARY 79 Gop's Mord, 
your Church, yea, the Church of Rome hath, 
you acknowledge, full Authority to enjoin : 
Conſequently, as your. Church, by Virtue of 
this Authority, hath enjoined the Cy in Bap- 
tiſm, it hath, full Power alſo to require you to 
croſs goo fer whenever you enter the Place 
of Worſhip, ſay your Prayers, look toward the 
Eaſt, touch the Bible, fit at Meat---It hath fa// 
Power to enjoin the Uſe of Salt and Spirtle in 
Baptiſm, Chriſm, extreme Unction, and an _— 
N re 


£72. 
dred other Things, which are no more contra- 
ry to God's Word than the Croſs in Baptiſm 
Is, - t. 
As your Church now conſecrates Ground, it 
has every whit as much Power to conſecrate 
the hes Element, and to make boly Water, as 
well as holy Earth; and to order it to be de- 
cently, ſprinkled upon its Members ( for all 
Things, you know, are to be done decently and 
in Order) in Token that they ſhall keep 
themſelves pure from Sin: It hath Power to 
conſecrate bsly Knives to cut the ſacramental 
Bread; holy Baſins and Ewers for the Prieſts to 
waſh: in before the Sacrament, holy Veſtments 
and Robes, and a great Variety of Boly Utenſils, 
lighted Tapers for the Altar, &c. (all which, 
you know, Sir, was done by your admired Bi- 
ſhop Laud) knocking on the Breaſt, bowing 
towards the Eaſt, Proſtration before the Altar. 
---All theſe, I ſay, and innumerable other Ce- 
remonies your | Church claims Authority and 
Power to enjoin ; for none of theſe can be 
ſhewn to be more contrary to the Word of Gop, 
or to be a whit more = itious, ridiculous, 
or. abſurd, than the cr at Baptiſm, or the 
Ku Gnfecratio of Hurches and their 

ards 

2dly. 17 5 Ng las ar Guard, which the 
Article ſeems to put upon this Power of the 
Church, is really of no Force, and amounts to 
nothing at all, 

For tho” it ſays-—That the Church may not 
or dain any Thing CONTRARY to God's Word, 

kk u od _ 


(68) 
nor /o expound one Scripture as to be reEpUG- 
NANT fo another : Yet of this Repugnance and 
Contrariety, the CHURCH alone, you will ob- 
ſerve, and not every private Perſon, is allowed 
to be the proper Judge: For elſe the Article 
is abſurd ; it actually) overthrows itſelf; and 
takes away, with one Hand, what it gives with 
the other. For, if every private Perſon hath Au- 
thority to judge of the Church's Decifions, and 
to reject them, if they appear to him repugnant to 
Scripture, then the Church's Authority in Points 
of Faith comes to juſt nothing at all. It is an 
Authority to decree, where none are bound to 
ſubmit; that is, an Authority over no Body, 
an Authority to do nothing, But ſuch a ſenſe⸗ 
leſs, unmeaning, impertinent Claim, can never 
be the Deſign and Import of this Article, It 
does claim therefore for the Church ſome real 
Authority to ſettle Points of Faith; conſe- 
quently, to Points thus authoritatively ſettled 
by it, private Chriſtians, *3ts' Members, are re- 
vereatly to ſubmit, even though. to, their own 
"Judgments they appear, repugnant to the Word 
„„ ee 2 


Thie, Sir, muſt be the real Meaning and In- 
tent of the Article, notwithſtanding the re- 


ftriive Clauſe. Accordingly, in Conſequence ü 


of this Claim, your Church hath 5 
decreed ?hirty-nine Articles of Faith; and the 
it declares to have decreed for the taking away 
Difference of Opinion, and to eftabliſh an Agtee- 

> $4 5 *.. 4 "_p * 
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of Authority, Theſe Articles it obliges all its 
Miniſters to ſubſcribe ; and our Princes, as 
Heads and Governors of the Church, have au- 
thoritatively forbid its Clergy to preach any 
Thing repugnant to them, and required them 
to frame their Sermons according to the Plan 
here preſcribed. From all which it appears, 
that, notwithſtanding the pretended Limitation; 
there is a real Authority claimed by the Church, 
that is to ſay, by its Governors, to ſettle Points 
of Faith. But if there be ſuch Authority really 
veſted. in them, then the People are bound 70 


7 ſubmit to their Deciſions, and have no Right 


of private Judgment to examine or reject them; 
for there cannot be #169 CONTRADICTORY 
Fights ; a Right in Governors to preſcribe, and 
a Right in Subjects to refuſe. — But if the 


2 Church of England has really this Authority and. 
Right, the Church of Rome had it before her; 
and, as the elder and Mother-church, ought to 
have been obeyed. The Reformation, there 


fore, as we are wont to call it, was a Rebellion 
againſt Superiors, a Diſobedience to the Au- 
thority veſted in he ' Church) and ought, as 
ſuch, tobe renounced by returning to the Church 


= of Rome. 0 


In this Manner, Sir, a Romi/b Prigſt will turn 


I ; upon the Church of England its own dangerous 


Artillery; and by the meer Conceſſions of this 
XXth Article, thouſands of Proſelytes have, no 
doubt, been gained from you. Nor, with all 
your Ingenuity, would you find it eaſy to ward 
off the Force of ſuch Arguing, ſhould any of 
* N your 
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(10) 

your. Pariſhioners be likely to be ſeduced, And 
this, perhaps, is the Reaſon why the numerous 
Converts theſe Prieſts are ſaid to make, are ga- 
thered all from your Church; whereas, from 
amongſt be „ * you , ever hear 
of one gained t, 

SrcopLv. I want much to be hs 
as to Tux PzRsSONs who are inveſted with 


this, Authority and Power, + 


Lou ſay, 4 is the Church : But Who, I pray, 
are the Ghurch, in whom this t Power is 


lodged ? You will pleaſe to obſerve well, Sir, 
not the Biſhops and Clergy, who are wont to 


ſpeak of themſelves as our r ſpiritual Paſtors and | 
Guides, as being ever us in the Lord, as Stew- | 


3 ard of the Myſteries, &c. This Power to or- | 


der the Manner of Gop's Worſhip, and to ſet- 
tle Articles of Faith, is nat at all lodged in then, 
but entirely in the Kino and ParLiament 
of theſe Realms, 

Vou need not be informed, Sir, that all the 
Clergy of this Kingdom, with a/l the Biſhops, at 
their Head, have not the leaſt Authority to enjoin 
one Ceremony or Rite of Worſhip; or to ei- 
ther eftablr or annul one Article of Faith: No, 


but a Power and Juriſdiction relating to theſe 


Matters is lodged chiefly in Lay- bande; tis ſolely 
in the KINO and PARLIAMENT, and the Clergy 


are to act in all Things under their Direction | 


and Controul. The KING and PARLIAMENT 
are in Truth the real Fathers, Governors, or 
Bisnors of this Church: Theſe onLy have 
Power to make or to unmake Forms and ä . 
100 | - 30 : 
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(11) | 
of Worſhip, - and do authoritatively inſtruct 
and preſcribe to the Clergy what they are to be- 
lieve---in" what Manner, and to whom the Sa- 
craments are to be given---what Prayers they 
are to offer up what Doctrines to preach--- 
who are to be admitted to the Epi/copate or 
Prieſthood, and who to be refuſed---by what 
Ceremonies, and Prayers, and Exhortations 
they are to be ſet apart, and conſecrated totheir 
Office.---Theſe, with every other Circumſtance 
relating to Religion and the Worſhip of Gop, 
which is authoritatively preſcribed or enjoined 
in your Church, you know, Sir, not the Biſhops 
and Clergy, but the Kine with bis Parliament 
are the Y Perſons who have aut boritatively 
enjoined and preſcribed them. (929. 
The Clergy of the whole Land, in Convo- 
cation aſſembled, cannot ſo much as attem 
any Canons or Conſtitutions without 
King's Licence. If the King and 
* make a Canon, tho” it binds the Clergy in re 
e ecclefiaſtica, yet it does not bind Laymen *.“ 
Yea, ſo far, Sir, were the Biſhops and Clergy 


from having any Hand in the firſt forming our 


B 2 pre- 


% 4 * Vide Examination of the Codex, &c. Pag. 114. 148. By 


** the 25th of Hen. VIII. Cap. 19. it is a Pre munire for the Con- 
** vocation to meet without the King's Writ : And when they are 
met to do any thing without the King's Licence: And then no 
KReſolution of theirs to have the Force of a Canon unleſs the 
** King confirm it. Nor is it then valid, if it be contrarient or 
<* repugnant to the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſtoms of this Realm, or 
** be to the Damage or Hurt of the X;»g's Prerogative-royal.— 
And of this the Courts of Weltminſer-Hall muſt judge. Hale, 
*in his Analyſis (Page 12.) ſays, IF eccleſiaſtical Laws are not 
confirmed by . the Aing may revoke and annul 
** them at his Will and Pleaſure.” id: Notes on an Anſwer to 
the Examina:ion of the Biſhop of Lendsn's Cedex. 
Jane + 1 


them: 
Aament alone eſtabliſhed the Queen's Supre- 


(-12)) 
reſent eſtabliſhed Church, 'or. in ordering its 
Rites and Articles of F aith, that it was done 
not only without, but in aftuel Oppoſition to 


« For in the 1ſt. of Q. Eliz. the Par- 


* macy and the Common-prayer-book, in 
ke ſpite of all Oppoſition from the Bi 


in the Houſe of Lords; and the Convocation 
chen fitting, were ſo far from having any 


Hand in thoſe Church- acts for Reformation, 


* that they preſented to the Parliament ſeveral 


* Propoſitions in Behalf of the Tenets of Po- 


be pery, directly contrary to the n. of 4 


* the Parliament. 
Hence then, Sir, 1 think you he abſo- 


lately forced to own (what 4 know Gentlemen 
of your Robe don't care to hear) viz. That the 
Church of England is really a PARLIAMENTARY | 
Church; that it is nat properly an Ally, but a mere 


Creature of the State. It depends entirely upon 


the Ad, and Authority of PARLIAMENT for 3 
The Qualifica- | 


its very Eſſence and F rame. 
tions of its Miniſters, their Power to officiate, 
the Manner in which they are to adminiſter the 


Sacraments, are all limited and preſcribed by Au- 


thority of Parliament,and this Authority, which 
at firſt made, can alone alter and new-make 


it ; can aboliſh, cr add to its Articles or Rites, 


according to its Pleaſure, even tho' the whole 


Body of Biſhops and Clergy ever ſo much diſlike, | 


or proteſt earneſtly againſt it. 


It is a Point therefore inconteftible, and abſo- ö 
lutely out of Doubt, that THE CHURCH, your | 


Ar- 
# Yide Prieſicraſt in Terſection. Pref, Pag. 4. 
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Article declares to have this Authority and 
Power here, is the KING and PArLiaMENT 
of theſe Realms; and it is 79 other than they. 
But, 

* TrirpLy., The grand Point which yet 
ſticks, and which, without your Aſſiſtance, I 
ſhall never get over, is, how came the civil 
Magiſtrate by this Authority in the Church of 
CHRIST? Who gave him this Power to decree 
Rites in Chriſtian worſhip, which Chriſt never 
decreed ; and to make articles of Faith which 
= Chriſt never made? Neither CurIsT, nor the 
Fry ever gave him this Authority ; whence 
then is it derived? 

The Subjeftion to higher Powers, and Obe- 
dience to Magiſtrates, which the Scriptures en- 

4 join Chr:/tians, relates only to civil, not at all 

to religious Matters: For this obvious Reaſon; 

that te Magiſtrate at that time was every 
where Pagan. The Apoſtles therefore inſtead 

Jof paying, or exhorting Chriſtians to pay, any 

2 Subjeftion to him in rehgious Affairs, ſtrenu- 

ouſly exhorted them to renounce and difavow 

it — to come out from among them and be ſepa- 
rate. They were every where, you know 

2 Sir, Diſſenters from the effabliſhed Church. 
CHRISTIANITY is fo far from enjoining, 

chat it actually forbids, Obedience to cid: Go- 

vernors in Things of a religious Nature. It 
commands us to call no Man upon Earth Fa- 
ther or Maſter , i. e. to acknowledge no Au- 
thority or Juriſdiction of any in Matters of 
Religion, 


Or Ov 1494 0. 0 ee t 


vv 0. 
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Matt. xxiii. 8, 9, 


you 
XXth Article, i? ſhall be jo among ſt ul. — There 


(14) 

Religion, but to remember, that Ox. one an) 
is our Maſter. and Law-giver, even CHR1sT; 
and all Chriſtians are Bretbren; i. e. ſtand 
upon an equal foot, having no Dominion o- 
ver one another, Tho' tbe Princes 'of the © 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they | 
1050 are Great exerciſe Authority upon. them, | 
yet it ſhall not, our Lord ſays, be ſ% among. 

+. Nay, but your Church replies, in this its 


are ſome who have Authority over. others in 
Matters of Faith. There are other Maſters © 
beſides CuR1sT. --- Thus. the Article and the © 
Scripture manifeſtly claſh: Will you be ſo good, 
Sir, as to adjuſt the Controverſy betwixt . 1 
and tell me which I am to follo x. 
The Church is Caxz1sT's Kingdom: a King- * 
dom not of this World : For his voluntary Hu- 
miliation and ſuffering of Death, he is ad- 
vanced to the high Honour of being ſole Law- 3 
giver, Judge and Sovereign in religious Mat- 
ters. He only hath Authority to fix the 
Terms of Communion for his Followers or 
Church; and the Terms which He hath. fix'd, 
no Man upon Earth, nor body of Men, have 
Authority to ſet afide, to alter or new make. 
And if any Man upon Earth ſhall preſume to 
alter, or new make, Terms of Communion in 
his Church, they are guilty cf great Arrogance, 
and invade his Authority and Throne. But 
this, we apprehend, is what you have done. 
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| (15) | 
You will not now receive a Perſon to publick 
ly | Baptiſm or the Lord's-Supper be Terms 
on which CHRIST and hit 1. 3 would have 
de received hin. Neither CRILST nor bis Apo- 
les ever made the Sign of the Croſs, or other 
be Sponſors beſides the — neceſſary to a 
J 2 Child's Baptifm ; nor did they ever make kneel- 
ing a neceflary Term of receiving the Sacra- 
5 mental- Supper; but both thoſe you' make ne- 
5 ff ceflary T. Thus you have taken upon you to 
re eto model the Church of CuRISFTH, to change 
a 1 and ſet aſide his Laws, and to make others in 
= their room. | 
$ Now give me leave to aſk you, Sir, by what 
Authority do you prefume to reject thoſe from 
Pour Church, whom in your Conſcience you 
believe Cunrer and his Apoſtles would have re- 
* 43 eived into theirs? Are you wiſer than they? 
u Or is your: Church better framed, and more 
d- perfect than theirs? If an honeſt and ſincere 
Chhriſtian now brings his Child to you to be 
J oblickhy baptized, deſiring it may be done 
vit bout the Sign of the Croſs, and that himſelf 
may ſtand forth as Surety for its Education; 
would you not refuſe him? Or if he defired to 
be admitted to the Communion of Chriſtians, 
*- the other Sacrament of the Supper, but that 
he . not take it Kneeling : Would you 


not 
"4 The XXVIIh Cancn requires, the Miniſter never witting ghy to 
adminiſter the Communion to any, but to ſuch as 'kneel. The 
Ich Caren requires, that no Parent ſhall be urged to be preſent 
l hy hiv on 5 Ba yu s nor renn Wb e 
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(16) 
not rejef him? But if the fame Perſon had 
come to Jzsvs CnRISTH or the Apoſtles, offering 
himſelf and Child upon the ſame Terms, would 
they not have received him? But how is 
it, Sir, that you take upon you to refed? from 


Cuxisr's Family and Church, thoſe whom 


ou believe HIMSELIT would have received? 
Is not this Lording it over God's Heritage, and 
uſurping CnRIST's Throne? Is it not ſetting 
elves up for Lau- Matters and Rulers in 
is Kingdom : Claiming Homage from his 
Subjects? And are not his faithful Subjects, 
by the Allegiance they owe him, obliged to 
enter their Proteſt againſt ſuch Uſurpation, and 
to ſland faſt in the Liberty wherewith CuR1sT 
bas ſet them free? | 


Where then, let me appeal to your own ſo- 3 
ber Judgment, does the Guilt of Schiſm lie : 
Upon you or upon 1s? Upon us, who offer our 
ſelves to Communion in your Church upon the * 
Terms which CaR1sT appointed, and are ready | 
to do every Thing which Cuxrsr has com- 


manded: Or upon you, who abſolutely reject 
1, unleſs, beſides what CxR1sT hath order'd, 
we will ſubmit. alſo to ſome Orders and De- 
vices of your own? We come as the Lord's 
Servants, and deſire to eat at the Lord . Table, 
with reverent Submiſſion to all his Appoint- 
ments. Nay but, ſay you, you ſhall not come 
to the Lord's-Table, unleſs you will kneel ; i. e. 
unleſs you will come in that Poſture, which 


tho* CnRISTH in bis Wiſdom did not thin 
proper, yet which ws in our Wiſdom have 


thought 


r 
g chought proper 7 ordain. In other Words ; 
d unleſs beſides being CRIST'S. Servants, you 
is will alſo be ort; and pay Subjection to our 
m | Inſtitution and Authority in this religious Rite. 
m This, Sir, is the true ſtate of the Contro- 
'2 I verly betwixt us: Judge now, I pray you, 
id with the Impartiality of a Chr:i/tzan, who 
g makes be Schiſm, and who has reaſon to fear 
in ¶ Being brought into Judgment, by the great Law- 
is gi ver of the Church, for the unhappy Breach 
s, which ſubſiſts: Let a great Prelate who at pre- 
o ſent adorns one of the higheſt Stations of your 
d Church be heard as Fudge betwixt us. In 
* all other Societies, the expreſs Will of the Four- 
* der and the Terms of Fellowſhip and Commu- 
F< nion, which he has laid down, are accounted 
X< ſacred. In all other Kingdoms the Will of 
F< the eprom Power is a Law. No one pre- 
F< tends, or dares pretend, to make Laws of 
equal Force with his. How hard then is 
the Fate of the Chriſtian Church, or of the 
* Kingdom of Cukisr, when his Will. is 
* declared inſufficient, and the invented Words 
* and Decisions of his Subjects are made co- 
ce ordinate with his own, equally excluſive of 
„ F< others of his Subjects from the Com- 
* munion of their Fellow- Subjects! And how 
e hard is the Fate of thoſe Believers in him, 
“ who defire Communion ar the Terms Gop 
* has preſcribed, to be excluded by the Words 


7 

h 

k F< of Men; by the Inventions of Men, im- 
e F< poſed upon them for his Precepts ! And how 
t FF © unhappy is the Church, to be reduced by 
* any ſuch Methods within more narrow 


LL 


C * Bounds 


(15) 
x Bounds than, our Logp himfelf has con- t 
&« fined  & V7 
But you are in Readineſs to retort, and with MW; 
great Aſſurance tell me, That the Avoidance ® 
of Kneeling inf/ted upon by our Miniſters, re 
ce js not leſs an Impoſition than your enjoining 
« it. that we do really impoſe the Obſer- 
% vance of one particular Geſture 47 85 our 
© Communicants. That /itting is 5 


0 
| 
Ir 
« lar, unvaried Practice of our Churches; 95 II 
J 
c 
, 
u 


* ſerved as conſtantly and univerſally amongſt 3, 
« us, as Kneehng is amongſt you never allowed 
* to be departed from; which our Miniſters | 
ce require, nfift upon, and refuſe to abate. 
And you aſk me if one ſhould preſent him- by 
« ſelf to take the Sacrament ſtanding, or offer 
ce to take it on his Knees, whether I don't 
te think he would undergo ſome ſevere * 
e poſtulations, and be plainly told, we had . 
io ſuch Cuſtom, nor the Churches of Gop, and Wu 
e it.would not be given him at all +.” fe 
I believe the World will be furprized, Sir, 
and that an ingenuous Bluſh will cover your ow] 
Face, when you find that this Account of us 


] 


De 


is abſolutely withont Truth, and quite con- 5 
trary to Fact. I have ſpent my whole life a- 
mongſt the Diſſenters, and am acquainted with 7 


a great Number of their Churches and Mi- e 
niſters; but never once, till now, heard that 
SITTING at the Lord's-Table was ever inte 
on as a Term of Communion with them; orf 

that 
* Biſhop of annuus, Policeip to his Anſwer to Dr. Hare 


Sermon, pa 


Fett. il. pag pag. 56, 57. 2 Lett. III. pag. 8, 9. 


( 19 ) 

1. that it is their nvaried and univerſal Practice. 
The contrary to this, I know to be Truth, In 
th Wthe Church to which I myſelf belong, there is 
Ja Perſon who for many Years has conſtantly 


rs, received KNEELING, without the leaſt Offence 
ng to the Congregation, or any Expoſtulation 

er- from the Miniſter on that Account. In ſome. 
ur pf our Churches, I am well informed, there 
© re ſome who receive Standing, ſome Kneeling : 
b-i 


Vn this every one amongſt us is left entirely at 
is Liberty. Tho' the Poſture of Sitting be 
vea generally thought by us moſt ſuitable to the 
ers Co mmemorative-Supper of our LoRD ; inſti- 
I uted inſtead of the Paſchal-Supper of the 
m- eus; and moſt agreeable to the Practice of 
unis and bs Apoſtles, who, without all 
eradventure, Sat around the Table; yet in 
is we are all left to follow freely our own 
Werſuaſion, Nor is there, I believe, amongſt 
Sur Miniſters one in five hundred, who would 
fuſe to give the Sacrament either Standing or 
ur, reeling to any one who thought either of theſe 
Wu re fitteſt Poſture of receiving. Our Liberty as 
us this Matter you might have ſcen in Baxter's 


on- form. Liturgy ; where it is exprefily ſaid. 
and Jet none of the People be forced to fit, land 


th kneel in the AF of receiving, whoſe Judg- 
Ai ent is againſt it. | 
hat Thus, Sir, I have at large conſidered your 
tes Wharge of ScursM upon he Dae and 
rope by this time you begin to think more fa- 
hat ourably of us; and to zwfify our Principles 
ares s truly catholic and generous ; the only Broad- 
x . Bottom 


— 
— — — —— — 


— 
— 
— 
— 
2 


- _ 
— 


— — 
— FT 
— — 
2 
— 
— ———ẽͤ——  — — 


— 
< Aw” 
1 


— 
= 
— ., 


— — 
— 
X == 
<E I 5. 
—— — - — — — 
— 2 — — — 
f o 


futed, then whatever Society is not of Divine, 
but of 7 human Inſtitution, is not the 


| ( 20 ) 
Bottom on which the Peace of the Church can 
be ſolidly fixed; and that % Guilt of the Se- 
paration lies wholly on your Church, which in- 
fiſts upon UNCHRISTIAN and UNSCRIPTURAL | 
Terms of communicating with it. ; 
But I hope to finiſh your Conviction, Sir, 
and to wipe off every Speck of. the Taint of 
Schiſm from Diſſenters, by calling to your Re- 
membrance. your. own excellent 1 9 85 of 
the Catholic or Chriſtian Church; and reaſoning 
with you on it. The Catholic Church, you | 
* ſay , is one outward and viſible Society Di- 
« YINELY inflituted ; the moſt admirable n 
** glorious Society under Heaven. Mind, Sir, 
your ow]n Words; and it will ſoon end the 
Debate. If it be a Society DiviINELY .- 


Church of Chriſt.” If it be a Society diviney 
inſtituted, then the Terms of Admiſſion into this 
Society, and the Qualifications of its Mem- 
bers are divinely fixed, i. e. fixed by the Will 
and Authority of Gop: Whatever vi/ible Soci- 
ety then hath its Terms ef Admiſion and the 
Qualifications of its Members Nor divinely 


Ax d, fix d only by the Will and Authority of 


Men, cannot be the truly Catholic and Chriſ-- 
tian Church. | N = 


. Now here ſhall I intreat you, Sir, with the 
Impartiality of 2 Chriſtian, who has nothing 
but Truth and the Will of God in view, to ſtop 
a Moment and compare the CANSEITYTINN 
of | 


Lett. I. pg 73, 


(21) 
of the Church of England, and the ConsTiTu- 
riox of the Church of Chriſi, and ſee if they 
are not Societies of a quite different Frame; the 
one a human, the other a divine Inſtitution; 
the one reſting entirely on the Authority and 
Will of Men, the other upon the Will and Au- 
thority of G0 D. | 
If you enquire, after the Conſtitution and 
Frame of the Church of Chriſt, where muſt you 
look for it? only in the Bible *, But if you en- 
uire after the Conſtitution and Frame of the 
Church of England, where muſt you look for 
that? in the Szatute-book, in the Canons, and 
Common-frayer-book, and in the Codes of the 
The Church of CnRIST is a religious Eſta- 
bliſhment, founded upon be Scriptures, as the 


h * only authentic Rule of its Doctrines and Wor- 
ſhip; the Church of ExLAxv is a civil Eſta- 
bliſhment, founded upon Ads Parliament, as 


the only authentic Rule of what is to be believed 
and practiſed therein. The one a ſpiritual Struc- 
ture, built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Iss CuR1sT himſelf being the 
chief Corner- ſtone: The other a political Struc- 
ture, built upon the Foundation of the Lords 


. % and Commons of tle Realm, TUE Kin, as 


= ſupreme Head, being the chief Corner-ſtone, 
Into the Church of Cbriſt any Perſon may be 
admitted, who ſubmits to the Terms appointed 
by Chr:/t: But, into the Church of England, 
he cannot be admitted, except over and above 
| theſe oh 


» The Bible only is the Religion of Proteſtants, Chillingworth. 


(622) | 
theſe, he ſubmits alſo, to Terms which human 
Authority hath inſtituted and deviſed. | 

In Chris Church the Lord's-ſupper is 

pointed and uſed oNLY for ſp;ritual and rele 
gious Ends; but, in the Church of England, it is 
notoriouſly both inſtituted and uſed for political 
and worldly Ends, to qualify for a Poſt, In the 
former twas appointed with Intention, and as a 
Mean of uniting all Chriſtians; and of deſtroy- 
ing all Variance and Diſtinctions betwixt them. 
In the latter tis appointed with Intention, and 
as a Mean, of diſcriminating and dividing % 
Chriſtians; and of making a Diſſinction be- 
twixt one and another, 

In the. Chriſtian Church, no openly debauch- 
ed or ſcandalouſly wicked Perſon has a Right 
to come to the Table of the Lord, or to par- 
take of its Proviſions ; but in the. Church f 
England, if ſuch a Perſon has a Commiſſion 
from the King in the Army or the Fleet, or 
any profitable Poſt, this gives him @ Right to 
come to the Communion-Table, a Right to 
demand the holy Elements at the Prigſt's Hands, 
as a Qualification for his Poſt. v * 

Tn the ſcriptural Church of Chriſt, there 
no ſuch Officers ever heard of as Archbi/hops, 
Deans, Archdeacons, Prebendaries, Canon,, 
Chancellsrs, &c.— But there is another Church, 
you know, Sir, where theſe are Officers of great 
Influence, of high Importance and Rank. But 
whence came this pompous. Train ! From the 
apoſtolic Fountain at Jeruſalem, or from the 


corrupted Source at Rome ? ; 
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The Church of Chriſt never excommunicates, 
nor pretends to exerciſe its Diſcipline upon any 
but its own Members; For what have I to do, 
the Apoſtle ſays, fo judge them that are without*? 
But the Church of England extends its eccleſi- 
aſtical Authority over thoſe who never belong- 
ed to it; and by a very extraordinary Act of 
Power, excommunicates ſuch as never were of 
its Communion ; that is, it caſts ſuch from, who 
never were in it. In common Life ſuch a 
Thing would be reckoned marvellous indeed. 
Should I folemnly threaten, yea actually pro- 
ceed to caſt a Perſon out of my Houſe, who 
never was in it, I ſhould work as great a Mi- 
racle as was ever wrought in the Church of 
Rome : But Miracles of this kind, Sir, your 
Church, you know, ſometimes works, | 
Again; the Rod with which the Church of 
Chri/t chaſtiſes its Delinquents is ſpiritual, not 
carnal ; but the Rod of the Church of England 
is carnal, not ſpiritual, By the Conſtitution 
of the former, the excommunicated Member is 
only to be deprived of ſþ:ritual Privileges, ſuch 
as Fe!lowſhip in Prayer, Singing, Sacraments, 
&c. As for his civil Property and Rights it 
= meddles not with theſe ; for CurisT's King- 
dom is not of this World; but by the Conſtitu- 
tion of the latter, the excommunicated Mem- 
ber is delivered over to the civil Arm, to hum- 
ble and chaſtiſe him; he is diſabled from aſ- 
ſerting his natural Rights, from being a Wit- 
neſs, from bringing Actions at Law, and 

if 
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1 Cor. v. 12. 


. 
if he does not ſubmit in forty Dohr, a Writ [ 
ſhall iſſue forth to 7mpriſon him. — 

In the Church of Jeſus Chrift, thoſe who are 
entruſted with eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline are 4 
lemnly. charged before Gop, and the Lord 7 
Jus Chriſt, and the ele Angels, to be no 
ſpecters of Perſons, ro do nothing by Ferdl 
and not to prefer one before another *: Neither 
the Gold Ring nor the gay Chathing +, nor pe- 
cuniary Gifts, are to have any Influence upon 
their eccle feaftical Proceedings; but the 
are to receive the ſame Meaſure with the 
Rich. But is it thus, Sir, in the Church 
England? May not a grievous Sinner, accord- 
ing to her Conſtitution, be ſuffered to commute 2 
to have Pardon for Money, and to ſbreen him= 
ſelf by a round Fee from the Stroke of the ih, 
Church's Rod? yea, when he is going to be 
delivered, or actually is delivered, into the "MW 
Hands of the Devil, and Satan has "hich 3 in his 2 

ng, will not an handſome Sum preſently i 

2 700 him thence, and reſtore him to the 

urch's ſoſt and indulgent Boſom again 
You —_— hs the heathen Satyriſt, 


Dicite Pmtifices, in Seris quid facit Aurum. 
Perſius Sat. II. 


And you know what was ſaid, upon a like Oc- 
caſion, by a much greater than he—Thy Money | 
periſh with thee ; becauſe thou haſt thought that 
= Gift of God (Pardon and Abſolution) "= | 
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(25) 
Ie prerchaſed with Money, thou haft neither Part 
nor Lot in this Matter . 
Some of the moſt ſacred Acts of ſpiritual Th 
þ riſdiction, its ſolemn Cenſures and Excommuns- 
cations, are exerciſed in the Church of Eng- 
and by uncomſecrated and meer Laymen. Theſe 
Lold the Keys, open or ſhut, caſt out or admit 
Ito it, ae 2: to their ſole Pleaſure. The 
Chancellors, Officials, Surrogates—who admi- 
Wniſter the. Juriſdiction of ſpiritual Courts, and 
determine the moſt important ſpiritual Matters, 
3 ſuch as delivering Men to the Devil, &c. fre- 
43 quently are, and by expreſs Proviſion of Law, 
alas may be Laymen. And truly, Sir, I 
Fo - greatly pity you Gentlemen of the Clergy; 
That eme of he moſt tremendous and folemn 
Parts of your ſacred Office, ſuch as Excommu- 
Pications, Abſolutions, &c. you” are forced to 
Perform, not according to, bus ſometimes, per- 
Maps, directly againſt your own- Judgments, 
s . are autboritatively directed and com- 
manded by theſe Lay-perſons. Forced, I ſay, to 
o it, notwithſtanding what you urge about 
our 0wn Concurrence, for if you refuſe to con- 
cur, you are immediately able to Suſpenſon 
ab ofacio & beneficio; and if you continue ob- 
'q ſtinate, to be excommunicated your ownſelvesF, 
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Acts viii. 20, 21. 

+ There is one Thing, ſays Biſhop Barnet, yet wanting to com- 
pleat the Reformation of the 0 burch; which. is to reſtore primi- 
ue Diſcipline againſt ſcandalous Perſons, the eſtabliſhing thg Go- 
Nvernment of the Church in Eccleftaftical Hands, and fy out 
Fo Loz- Hough, which have ſo long * n ex- 


— 
— Ä 


I 
tit 


R222 — — — 


— — 


—— 


23 „„ ——*—³ꝰ⁸w 2 ˙ — —H ꝓ—L—N— «c -4 _— 
— ne II — A. a * 


—— 


= — — K 
-  _ — 


— — ——— — _ — 
ö 
Lf - V 
os — — — 
* - * - 


Powers Riches of bis Werld to its dp. 4 


— eas 
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.  Fhe Church of Ixsus CnrisT never owed | 
its Support 5 ſcorned to owe its Propagation 
and Support) to the Powers, Preferments and q 
Ritbes of this World; 'twas its Glory, that it 5 
made its Way, and was eſtabliſhed upon Earth, 5, 
r 


not only without, but in, direct Gee to 
5 It commands its Miaiſters not to ee. 
to be 2 all Men, in Meekneſs, in- 
Bing theſe who gainſay— (2 Tim. ii. 24, 
But the Church of Fuel ngland, conſcious of | 
Weakneks, props itſelf on every Side with 
= Dignitics — Emoluments; calls in the 


and Defence ; intrenches itſelf deep under 0 
elter of penal Laces, and from thence. thun- 
'S 4 its Exeommunzcations, and Threats of if 


nes, and n 87 — any who ſhall 
e to. write or g derogatory to 
its Ceremonies apd F — of Ye or its 


There 1 
er of the Chara and he Conſare bf it ebiefly 2 


xeommunication, to the Contempt of the Nation 3 fo that the 
left of all Cenſures, is now become the woll ſoorned and 
deiviſed n - Reform, Abrizdy.. Pug. 367. 
* The IV, Ya t (olemn| — — That who- 
*. {over ſhall Km e 00 the Forth f Goy's Worſhip contained Wl 
„iu the Commotip/oxer, hath any Thirg in it repugrant to te 1 
1% Word of Gop—ar that any of the XXXIX Articles are in an 4 
Part errhneous, or ſuch as may not with a good (onſeience be | * 
6: ſubſcribed, let him be ExcommenscaTeu iy fatto, and n 
« be rellored until he repent and publickly zicke his wic. cd BY 


of And by de 

— rumen, it is enacted— That if any one 
© — — or ſpeak any 1 hing in the Perogation or o_ q 
45 ing of the Book of Common-prayer, he ſhall for the , O 
« fence, ſuffer Impriſonment one whoie Year with ut Bail or 
«, e and ior the. /econd Offence ſhall be in G 
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(27) 
2 
4 Phiete is one Difficulty: more; Sir, which 1 
ny have often revolved, but could never poſſibl 
d get over; it ſeems to hang as a dead and inſu- 
| it Lent at upon the Frame of your Church ; 
if you can handſomely remove it, you' will me- 
rit Lambeth for a Reward. 

The Church of England and the Church of 


- $I Crift ſeem to be  fmwy Societies, abſolutely 
4 lind, and of a quite different Conſtitution, 
*y Fas they have two different En Abs, or Foun- 


4 TANs of Power, whence all Authority, Ju- 
riſdiction, and Miniſtrations in the tπae Churches 


P- ſeverally ſpring. In the Church of Feſus 
cc Ghyiſt, MIMSELF is Head, the © 
n- Ft Law-giver and 80 : Tous there rs but 
of 1 ont Lord. One is your Maſter, even 


I PEraur +. Gave bim o be Heap over all 
$7 bings to the Church f. ALL Powe 5s given 
ro me, in Heaven and in Earth, go ye therefore 

Wreach all Nations |. CHRIST is the on LY Hun- 
I an of Influence, Juriſdiction, and Power in 
$47: Church, by Commiſſion from whom alone 
all its Officers act. 

But in che Church of England, you well 
know, Sir, the or en is SUPREME 
Haap, © veſted with all Power to exerciſe all 
1 >< Manner of — fiets Juriſdiction, and 
e Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other 
© Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, have no Manner of Ju- 
0 xiſdiction eccleſiaſtical, but by and under the 
h K Majeſty, who! hath full Power and 
D 2 cc Au- 


i cor, vii, & Ft. t. . _ "23 fhbeſ.L ag" 


| Matt. vii. 18, 19. 


(28) 
F. 22 to * and determine ad Manner | 
of Cauſes eccleſiaſtical ; and to reform, and 


correct all Vice, Sin, Errors, Hereſies, Enor- * 


16 mities, Abuſes whatſoever, which by any © 
t Manner of ſpiritual Authority or Juriſdiction 
« ought, or may be lawfully reformed *,”'— 


Atths firſt Etabliſhment of this Church un. 1 


f VIII. and Edw. VI. all the Biſbops took | 
out Commiſſions from the Crown, for the ex- 
.ercifing of their ſpiritual Juriſdiction i in theſe 
Kingdoms, during the King's Pleaſure only; 
25 — in their Commiſſions — all fort © 
-* of Juriſdiction, as well eccleſiaſtical as civil, | 
to have flowed originally from the REGAL | 4 
60 © Power, as from a ſupreme Head, and a Foun- ; 


Vea, even che Power: of Ordination afar, | 
which is reckobed a Peculiar: of the epilcopai 1 
Office, the firſt Reformers and Founders of | 
this Church derived from the KINO, and ex- 
erciſed only as by Authority from him, and du- | 
bby his Pleaſure, Thus Cranmer, Archbi- 
op of Canterbury, Bonner, Biſhop of Lon- 
40 pang &c. took out Commiſſions from te 
1 Cron, importing, that becauſe the Vicege- * 
40 rent (Cromwel, a Lay- perſon) could not pr 
0 nale attend the x G0 e in all Parts of the 
« Kingdom, the King — the Biſbop in * 
his (the yo Stead, to ordain, within his 
10 e fe as he ade worthy of, * 1 


* 
2 


e. v Ca 37 He. VIII. xvii. - 4 1 
— 3 Fit Reform. Pare IL, Gol p. 91. 4 


A 


Orders; to collate to Benefices ; to give In- 


« ſtitution ; and to execute all other Parts of 
-< the Epiſcopal Authority ; and this during the 
% King's Pleaſure only “.“ = 

In conſequence of this SurxzzMAcy, the 
KinG''or QuEen of this Church hath Power 
to excommunicate from, or to re-admit into it, 
independent of, yea, in direct Oppoſition to, 
all its Biſhops and Clergy, The KING or 
QuEEeN, revoke, if they pleaſe, any ſpiritual 


Cenſures of the Biſhops or Arcbbiſbops; yea, 


ort can ſuſpend, deprive, or even excommunicate, 


themſelves; or can, by their Proclamation on- 
ly, without the leaſt Confeſſion, Humiliation, 
or Satisfaction for their Offence, pardon and 
reſtore excommunicated Perſons, the vileſt Of- 


Lenders, to the Church's Beſoff again +. 


Yea, further; they have Power to forbid all 


reaching for « Time; as did K. Hen. VIII. 
EK. Edu. VI. Q. Mary, — — limit, in- 


ſtruct, and ibe to the Clergy what they 
ſhall, and what they ſhall not preach; as did 
Q. Eliz. K. James I. K. Cbarles I. K. William, 
&c.— Finally, to the King or Queen ovL does 


it pertain to declare ft is HERESVY, and au- 
= boritativeiy to pronounce what Docłrines and 
Tienets are, and what are not, to be cenſured as 
ſuch: Nor have all the Biſbops and Clergy, af- 
in ſembled in Convocation, the leaſt Authority to 


: N Vid. Examination of the Coder Juris, Cc. Pag. 32, 33. 
1.4 Parſon was deprived far. Adul ery ; afterward a general 


Pardon came, which pardoned the Aduliery. It was ad) 


| ud 
that the Parſon was 15% fatto, reſtored to his Benefice. Ge 
. 42 114 0 


6 Rep. 13 
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(30) 
enfure any Tenet as heretical, if the Pacer | Yo 
on the Throne refuſe his Conſent. , = 

Now here, Sir, I am preſſed with an info. | : . 
perable Difficul, how-to reconcile this Conſti- 1 
tution of the 7 ch of England with the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of Cbriſl. Are they not ! 

moſt indiſputably #0 7 Societies, ſubiect | 
to co diſferent, ſometimes oppofitc, Authorities, « 
animated and governed by te different Heads? 
In Cukisr's Church, HaMsELF is the only 8o- * 
vereign and Head; nx only hath Power to do- 
cree Ceremonies and Rites, to fix Terms ef 1 
Communion and Authority in Points of Faith 
Nor hath an eartbly Prince Power to make 1 
Laws in his — which ſhall bind te 
Conſciences of bis Subjects; or ſovereignly to 4 a 
dictate to his Servants and Miniſters what 7 . 
(ſhall believe, and what they ſhall preach. Vea, 
bis Subyeets are expreſsly commanded and charg- 
ed to- receive nothing as Doctrine or Parts of * 
Religion, which are only Commandients of Þ 
4 5. 4 
But in the Church of Eng land there is A- 
OTHER Sovereign, Law=grver, SUPREME | 
HEAD beſides Jz5vs'/GaR1sT ;. an Authority 
;which commands Things which CnRIST ne- 
ver commanded, which teaches Doctrines RE 
never taught, which enjoins Terms of Com- 
munion, and Rites of religious Worſhip, which 
Cnnisr never enjoined.— What now can 1 


judge, Sir! What do you yourſelf judge! but 
F 
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HMerent Societies (for in one and abe ſame Socls 
ety, ſurely there cannot be Two Supreme Heads) 
chat they are framed after different Models, con- 
ij. ſiſt of different Members, are governed by diffe- 
1. © rent Officers, Statutes, and Laws. Conſequently, 


ot my SEPARATION or DaS8ENT from the one, does, 
& by no Means infer my S8PARATION from the 
5, BY other. Yea, what am I to judge but that by 
che Allegiance I owe/ to.Cun:sr my. ONLY 
o ſupreme Head and King in ſpiritual Matters, I 
o.. am obliged to enter my Proteſt againſt the Pre- 
of © tenſions and Claims of any OTHER ſupreme Head, 
h: For, can a Man ſerve tu Maſters? Can he be 
ke ſudject at the ſame Time to Two ſupreme Heads? 
he Can he be faithful io CMRIIT, the n King 
to in the Church, and yet acknowledge ANOTHER 
m_ King, as a Fountain of all Magiſtracy and Pow: 
a, er therein? , Surely he cannot. 

Permit me, good Sir, to. exerciſe your Pati- 
of ence a Moment or two more upon this remark- 


4 be n I will diſmiſs the ungrateful 
subje 

Buy the Conſtitution of the Church of Chri it, 
tis expreſsly ordered and declared That the 
MA Won AN ſhall not be fu Fered publicłiy ts teach, 
= nor to uſurp Authority over the Man *, But 
by the Conſtitution of the Church of England, 
the Woman is permitted pubiickly to teach, yea, 


wi to limit add controul in, ſpiritual and religious 
I Matters, and authoritatively to 1NSTRUCT all 
but the Bi/kops, and C. ergy, and Men in the Land, 


„ r thus did Queen Amen 


*; Tim. ii. 12. 
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(32) 


thus hath every Qyeen Authority to do that fits | 
upon our Throne, Authority to <a and 
diBlate to all, both Miniſters a and People, what 
the one are to preach, and the other to receive. 
And was it not, Sir, a very comely and edify- 
ing Sight, to behold the two Houſes of Convo- : 
cation waiting upon the good Qyeen (Anne *) in 
the Caſe of 22 s Books upon the Trinity, 
to be inſtructed by her Majeſty, whether they 
were to be condemned as heretical, or not. 
That venerable and learned Body had ſolemnly 
decreed them to be dangerous and heretical ; but 
this their Cenſure was of no Force, till they j 
had laid it before the to have her Judg- | 
ment upon the Point. Upon her Majeſtys 
Determination it entirely depend 


ed, whether 
Whifton's Tenets were to be edel by tho 
Church of En land as erroneous, or not. = 1 
Majeſty, in this Caſe, was of a different 1 
nion from her two Houſes of Convocation; ſhe 
thought not fit to cenſure the Books : 80 her 14 
ſingle Opipion, ſtrange to relate] her ſingle Opi- 
nion carries it againſt that of ber Biſhops and 
Clergy, She over- rules and ſets aſide all their 
Proceedings, reſtrains and counteratts them in 
one of · the very chief of their pa/toral Functions, ſe 
the guarding againſt Errors and Hereſies in the 
Church. 1 

Behold here, Sir, a Wou Ax exercifing ſpiri- 
tual eccleſiaſtical Authority over the Man ! Yea, 
behold the Repreſentative of the Clergy of the | 


whole Land, aol lured, gave and vv A 
| | * 


3 


Anno 1711. 
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one waiting upon a Woman, to learn from 
her Mouth, what the Church is to believe, and 
what to reject, as to this great My/tery of Faith a 
- Upon a Woman who could be ſuppoſed to 
/- X know as little of this Matter as of the Motion of 
che Stars; yet, by her ſole Determination, (I 
in repeat it with Aſtoniſhment, and you hear it; 
„ no doubt, with Perplexity and Grief ) your 
y WE Church: was uncontroulably and authoritatively 
t. BE directed in this deep and myſterious Point. 
ly las yau, Sir, in the Name of Gor, Is this 
ut the Conſtitution: and Frame of the Church:of 
= CursT ? Is it not a Conſtitution of a quite dif- 
ferent Nature; a Society not DIVINELY, but u- 
nanny inftitutcd ; zand, therefore,by your own De- 
Shoition, vor the Church of Chriſt? And may not, 
he think you; a Perſon ſeparate peaceably from it, 
rithout any the leaſt Danger of thereby ſepa- 
ating himſelf from — ſcriptural, apoſtolic, 
1 3 and catholic Church?! 
When you ftript the Pope of his SUPKEMA= 
er, and gave it to our Princes, you ſhould have 
aken Care not to have left his INFALLB:LITY 


elr ehind. An infallible Head and Director of 
in be Church, be it Vuman or Man, be it an He 
ns, Mer a She-brſbop, is a Thing plauſible enough, 
he ind carries a good Face: But, to lodge the ab- 


* plate Direction of the Cinſciences, the Faith 
and the Diſcipline of the Church with a fallibl 
ad to give a Prince, yea a L bred up 
in all the Softneſſes and Diverſions of a Court, 
2 uncontroulable Dominion over the religious 
nent both-of Clergy and Laity, authorita- 

E tively 


the 
ble 


dy, | 3 
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(34) 
tively to direct what thoſe are . and 
win theſe to — the Doctrine 
Curi1sT ! to make HER the ſole Fudge in all - 
Controverſies which - ſhall ariſe upon any the 
moſt myſterious and inexplicable Points; ſo that 

all the Prieſts are to aſe Knowledge at HER 
Lips; and whatever sHE determines is to be 
received by the Church as Chriſtian Verity and 
Truth ! This is ſuch a Conſtitution as quite 
ſhocks the Underſtanding, and comes not a 
whit behind Tranſub/tantiation itſelf; Hence, 
doubtleſs, Sir, the Triumphs of Popiſb Pries 
over you ; hence their Inroads upon you, and the 
thouſands they are continually carrying captive 
from/your Tents: And hence the fad Increaſe, 
and the Inſults of Deifts, who taking the 
Scheme of the Church of England to be that 
of the Chriſtian Church, are authoriſed by com- 
mon Senſe, they think, not only to reject, but 
to treat it with Contempt. | 
And now, Sir, having | ſo largely diſcuſſed 
this Point, I preſume you are convinced, That 
© this ſame peaceable Separation of. ours is not, 
* what you call it, a Piece of arrant Nonſenſe 
* and Contradiction; and you will ceaſe 
to be ſo diſpleaſed at our treating your grave 
Lectures upon the heinous Sin of SchisM, as 
folemn Cant, and Eccigſiaſtical Scare-crows. You 
ſee, likewiſe, how extremely unapt, and quite 
wide of the Point, are the uo Inffances you 
bring to illuſtrate our Caſe, vi. of a Wife 
« ſeparating from the Bed and Board of her 
* Hluſband—Or of two or three Counties diſ- 
VIU 2 — liking 


( 35 ) 
« liking a monarchical Government, and throw- 
5 mw their Allegiance to the King “. Has 


the Church of England, Sir, any ſuch Power or 
\uthority over us Diſſenters, as the Huſband 
over the Wife? Pray who gave it that Au- 
ority ? Have we ever plighted it our Troth ? 
br bound "ourſelves by a folemn Vow to ho- 
our and obey it to the End of our Life? Or 
ave we ever ſworn Allegiance to it; or do we 
we it any Homage; as the Counti es have 
Vorn and do owe to the King? | 
= Amongſt the peculiar — of your 
urch you — © The Uſe of the three 
Creeds in publick Worſhip ; as one of the 
* moſt effectual and powerful Means both for 
teaching and preſerving the Chriſtian Faith 
entireand uncorrupt, which we have notin our 
Churches, +” T The Creed called the Apoſtles, 
re have in conſtant uſe amongſt us: And as for 
e two other, eſpecially the Athanaſian, we 
e content you ſhould have the Honour of -its 
ing peculiar to yourſelves. But methinks, 
ir, it ſhould a little check your Triumph over 
s here, to remember, that ſome of the wiſeſt 
nd moſt illuſtrious Members of your Church, 
oth Clergy and Laity, account the Uſe of this 
reed 75 Sin and Reproach, and with 
B. Tilt fon wiſh you were wil rid of it. 
What are you, Sir, amongſt the weak and 
ncharitable Minds who damn to the Pit of Hell 
Il who cannot receive all the dark and myſteri- 
Points ſet forth in that Creed! Do you in 
our Conſcience think that there is No SAL- 
E 2 VATION 
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the ſeveral Articles it contains; and that - 


worthy Perſors, bright -Ornaments of your 


an Creed, ſunk into EvERLASTING DARKNEs 


(36) 
YAT10N for theſe wha do not farthfully belizor 


ever doth not keep ' whole and undefiled' the Faith 2 
therein deliver d, he ſhall wir Hor Dover pe- 
riſh-everlaſtingly ? What! the many great and 


own Church, who inſtead of Keeping it whol: 
and undefiled, have openly difavow'd, preach'd 
and wrote againſt it, dying in this Diſbelief, 
have they w:thout peradventure everleſtinglyil 
periſh'd? Alas! for the good Doctors Clarke, 
Whitby, Burnet, &c. --- For the illuſtrious 
Sir Jaac, &c. &c. Yea, alas! for the whole 
Greek-Church who have ſtrenuouſſy rejected the 
Article of the Fig; - They are gone down, 
it ſeams, to the ic rna Pit! And notwith- 
ſtanding their great Knowledge and Piety inf 
this World, are, for nat believing the Athana- 


Ceo anne Sh =» ac ww koeOnM ik ed Moo wu , AY i» mal. - wt. 


and DAMNATION in the other! Do you won- 
der Deiſm prevails, if this be genuine Chriſ 
ftianity? - 
| *'Tisa Fact, I preſume, indiſputable, that 
great Part of the moſt learned and virtuous off 
b Clergy are departed from the Athana/iolfi 
octrine; and that thoſe of them who are 
not; do by no means think its Belief ab/olute 
and indiſpenſabiy neceſſary to Salvation. What 
now muft 4 Deiſt think, when he- hears bot! 
the one and the other thirteen Times à Year 
moſt” ſdlemaly declaring in the Preſence o 
Almighty Cop, and as Inſtructors of his Peo- 
eu 9 whoever teill be ſaved, it is before # 
Thing 


65 
netefſary that be bold the ATHEN ASIAN 
Faith; and moſt peremptoruly denouncing EVER 
LASTING DAMNATION upon thoſe who de nat 
believe it; that is, many of them denouncing 
DamNATION: upon Fhemfelves ! -— Is this your 
« the Chriſtian Faith?” --- 1 ſhould think it © 
one of the m fe uE to ſubvert and deſtroy 
it. It has no doubt, been in fact a great ſtum- 
bling-block in the Way of Infidels and Fews, 
ad harden'd theni in their - Oppoſition to 
us the Religion , Cun sr, when they fee it 
= dooming to-radowbted and everiaſting Perdition 
all who do not heartily and ſincerely believe 
{for that muſt be meant by faithfully) theſe 
deep and myſterious Points, which we acknow- 
in ledge to be (inexplicable, and far above the 
Powers of Reaſon to comprehend. 1 

But the Diſſenting Miniſters, you tell me, 
e who: have complicd with the Terms of the 
4 Toleration, have ſolemnly ſubſcribed ! the 
« VIlIlth Article which approves the Athangſian 
“Creed *,” Let Dr. Calamy anfwer T. The 
o diſſenting Miniſters about the City, in a Body, 
gabe in their Senſe of the Articles when they 
are © ſubſcribed them, and among the reſt of this 
« VIIIth Article, in the Gloſs upon which, 
hal the dammatery Gauſes of this Creed are ex- 
e preſly excluded the Subſcription. -- And there 
ear * was ſomething of the ſame Nature done in 
e on ſeveral parts of the Country.” Now the 
Pee Fathers and Predeceſſors of the preſent diſſent- 
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Appendix pag. 78. 
＋ Lite of Mr, Baxter, pag. 236. 
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and Declaration at t 


ahllature having a 
_ Jecied it; under the 2 this Proteſt their 


1 380 

made this public Proteſt 

Subſcription, and the 
, or at leaſt not re- 


iog Miniſters ha 


Bocceſſors may be ſuppoſed now to ſubſcribe 
with the ſame Diſapprobation of the damnatory 
Clauſe. If it were not to be thus taken, there 
is J hope, nota Miniſter among us but would 


er TER his Subſcrip- 


1 Sit; to che Exami- 
ne ocher Parts of your — — Bp 


great Inſufficiency our Arguments and 
— and — that, in many In- 


Nances, you have extremely miſtaken and given 


wrong Repreſentations of our religious i 

CE NOI cone" Joc 
Patience at — If this Province be un- 
— ho-other Hand, you may in ſome 
Time, by divine Permiſſion, expect to hear 
dern „ l 
| is let "BYE 
Pts . ; 2 1 Og 


7 Nur very Bumble Servart, 
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